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State Board of Education approves chancellor contract; 
Dr. Freida Hill to take the helm December 1 

 
Montgomery – The Alabama State Board of Education on Thursday approved a three-year contract and 
a December 1 start date for incoming chancellor Dr. Freida Hill. 

The board agreed to pay Hill an annual salary of $289,900, provide her a state car, and pay for moving 
expenses, a housing allowance, and other customary expenses.  

A three-member committee comprising board members David Byers, Mary Jane Caylor and Betty 
Peters negotiated the contract and reviewed compensation of similar executive positions. Byers said 
compensation for top community college and technical college system leaders in the Southeast ranges 
from about $150,000 to $600,000, with the median around $260,000. In Alabama, Byers added, the 
chancellor must oversee both academic and technical colleges, calling for increased responsibilities that 
were taken into account in setting the chancellor’s salary. 

Hill was chosen unanimously October 30 by the nine-member State Board of Education to lead the 
Alabama Community College System. She will be the first woman to serve as a permanent chancellor of 
the system.  

Currently serving as the deputy commissioner for the Technical College System of Georgia, Hill 
previously served as assistant commissioner for that system. She has spent most of her career in 
community and technical colleges, including five years as a president, and six years as a vice president 
of economic development. 

A native of Tennessee, where she taught one year of high school, Hill has called Georgia home for most 
of her career.  She holds an associate degree from Hiwassee Junior College in Tennessee, a bachelor of 
arts in English from Samford University in Alabama, and a master of science in Marketing Education and 
a doctorate in Adult Education from the University of Georgia.   

Interim Chancellor Joan Davis said that Hill expects to be visiting the area frequently in November in 
order to learn more about the system, personnel and pressing issues in advance of her December 1 
arrival. 

Board members praised Davis for her service as interim since Bradley Byrne left the post in May, and 
voted to provide her additional compensation for the six-month period. The board, presidents and 
Department of Postsecondary Education staff gave Davis a standing ovation at the close of her last 
official meeting leading the 10,500-employee system. 
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